Comparative study of meptazinol and pethidine for the relief of pain in labour.
A double-blind comparison of pethidine and meptazinol in the relief of pain during labour was undertaken in 205 healthy women. The protocol allowed 100 mg of the test drug to be repeated at intervals of 2 h to a maximum of three doses. It was noteworthy that only 29 mothers were given a second dose of narcotic. Every woman receiving one injection of meptazinol complained of moderate to severe pain after 2 h; 97% of those receiving one injection of pethidine were complaining of moderate to severe pain after 2 h. There was no difference between the two drugs with regard to pain relief or in side-effects both in mother and baby.